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From our first contact with parents/carers and children, we will do our upmost to gain as much information as possible about the child’s current 

needs, background and interests in order for a child to start in our setting with ease. Home visits, questionnaires and stay and play sessions help us 

quickly find a starting point to prepare and welcome every child and their families into our setting. Transitions are planned with upmost care to 

ensure a seamless move into their next group or start to our school.  

The children are at the centre of all decisions made in our foundation stage. We want to identify any barrier to learning as soon as possible to ensure 

no child is left behind. They all deserve an equal chance to success, and we will do what we can to support them.  

 

 

We will provide an environment which is welcoming, a place that adults and children feel at home. We aim to provide spaces that promote curiosity 

and an irresistible temptation to explore and play. 

Staff are warm, caring and loving. We care for each and every child with consideration of any individual needs. We ensure we respond to their needs 

in a way which is appropriate to their age and stage in development. 

We will interact with each child in a way that works best for them. 

 

 

Play is at the centre of our teaching approach. We know that children learn most effectively through their play and interests. All staff use their 

knowledge of child development in order to scaffold learning whilst engaged in child-initiated play. Resources, activities and experiences will be 

scaffolded differently by the adults, according to the child’s stage of development.  Our learning environment is planned for as a team, considering 

our observations of the children. We use children’s interests and individual needs to plan and adapt different areas of the classroom and the 

resources available. We ensure all areas look inviting, with learning provocations. We reflect on our teaching and interactio ns daily to ensure we 

provide what is best for each individual child, using the characteristics of effective learning and development matters as a guide to assess and plan 

individual next steps, this could be in the moment with the child or as a team to ensure the provision is right for the children. 



Renishaw Foundation Stage – Our Curriculum  

We use Blooms Taxonomy high order thinking skills to shape our interactions with the children. 

  

Using higher-level questions require deeper thinking and can help children to expand their knowledge on topics or improve their thinking  skills as well 

as communication and vocabulary. 
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We have planned our curriculum based on the skills, knowledge and experiences children at Renishaw Primary School need to  continue their 

educational journey through to year 6. We will provide children with the correct starting points to build upon and support their future learning.   

With Communication and language at the heart of our curriculum. Speech, language and vocabul ary are woven through every aspect and area in our 

curriculum below is an overview of how we will cover the 7 educational programmes taken from the statutory guidance.  

Educational Programmes 

C+L PSED PD LIT MATHS UW EAD 
- teach listening skills and 

encourage use of new 

vocabulary 
- provide children with a 

language rich environment 

- provide opportunities 

for group talk including 
show and tells, circle 

times, problem solving 

games, storytelling etc. 
Provide opportunities in 

play to encourage 

conversation between 

peers 
- Adults to be skilled in 

early identification of 

developmental delay in 
speech and language in 

order to intervene as 

early as possible.  

- promote the 

skills related to 

self-concept 
through daily 

interactions with 

the children and 

adult led activities.  
- adults to model 

and support 

children in social 
situations and 

guide children to 

manage their 

behaviours. 
- plan 

opportunities for 

team building, 
working with 

partners and in 

teams.  

- provide daily outdoor 

exercise. 

- provide structured 
PE lessons to develop 

specific basic skills. 

- Encourage and 

promote a healthy 
lifestyle, teaching 

children how to look 

after themselves 
physically and 

mentally.  

- Provide healthy 

snacks and 
opportunities to cook 

and bake healthy 

meals. 
- promote the 

importance of  oral 

health  

- Following our own flexible 

phonics scheme to adapt to our 

children’s needs. 
- provide cosy welcoming areas 

and spaces to encourage 

reading and the love of books. 

-Story times every day. 
-Share poems and songs daily. 

-Provide other resources to 

read e.g. iPad, magazines, 
newspapers. 

- provide inviting writing 

resources to encourage 

children to engage in writing 
including during role play. 

-A  “message centre” to give 

meaning to writing through 
messages, notes and cards. 

- “helicopter stories” approach 

to develop storytelling and 

imaginative skills. 

- Following the 

white rose maths 

scheme to ensure 
mastery in 

mathematics 

skills and 

knowledge. 
-Provide 

resources for 

children to 
freely explore 

mathematical 

concepts. 

- link and model 
mathematic 

concepts in real 

life experiences 
e.g. baking. 

-visitors from the 

community 

- Find out about 
celebrations and 

festivals from 

around the world 

- forest schools 
- scientific 

experiments 

- access to 
technology from 

past and present 

 

-Provide children with a 

selection of different 

media and tools for craft. 
- Carpet times to share and 

celebrate creations and 

ideas 

- Opportunities to perform 
and express themselves 

freely. 

- provision planned to 
encourage creativity and 

exploration of music and 

sounds. 
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Long Term Coverage 
What experiences, themes and key texts do we want to cover over the year? This is a broad and flexible plan.  

 Autumn Spring  Summer  
Experiences Diwali  

Firefighter 

Woodland walk 

Scientific Experiment  

Art Day 

Theatre -  link to a story 

Museum 

Live instrument - visitor 

Scientific Experiment 

Art Day - Rainbows 

Egg hatching 

Bee keeper 

Trip??? 

Scientific Experiment 

Art Day 

 

 

Themes Seasonal changes 

Ourselves inc. Mindfulness 

Halloween  

Bonfire night 

Christmas 

 

 

Seasonal changes - Rainbows 

Easter 

Traditional Tales 

The World  

Caring for environment  

Seasonal changes 

Planting / Growing  

Transport & Vehicles 

Holidays 

Food / healthy me 

Minibeasts 

Key Texts Owl Babies 

Gruffalo 

Bear Hunt 

Room on the broom / Meg and Mog 

 

Traditional Tales 

Dora’s Eggs 

Michael Recycle 

Elmer 

Handa’s Surprise 

Supertato 

Hungry caterpillar 



Renishaw Foundation Stage – Our Curriculum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest schools Owls 

Apples 

Mushrooms 

Leaves 

Sticks 

Spiders 

Pumpkins 

Hedgehogs 

Fire 

Badgers 

Stars 

Darkness 

Baby animals 

Beans 

Beetles 

Butterflies 

Mindful walks 

Moon 

Nests 

Rain 

Rainbows 

Seeds 

Spring flowers 

Tadpoles 

Bees 

Herbs 

Sunshine and shadows 

Wind 

Summer flowers 

Grasses 

Storms 

Streams 

 

 

Decorations  

Hibernation 

Ice 

Moss 

Mountains 

Mud 

Northern lights 

Robins 

Rocks 

Snowflakes 

Winter trees 

Worms 
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Every interaction with a child can be an opportunity for assessment. Assessment does not always need to be recorded. Through excellent 

relationships with the children, we trust our own knowledge of their individual next steps and act upon what we have observed immediately. Our 

assessment will be “in the moment” as much as possible, to prevent any delay in learning, due to loss of child’s interest. Summative assessments in 

relation to key skills will be done each term to ensure children are making progress.  

 

 

We want the children at Renishaw to develop excellent executive function and self-regulatory skills. These skills are crucial for learning and 

development. They also enable positive behaviour and allow us to make healthy choices for ourselves and our families. 

 Working memory governs our ability to retain and manipulate distinct pieces of information over short periods of time. 

 Mental flexibility helps us to sustain or shift attention in response to different demands or to apply different rules in different settings. 

 Self-control enables us to set priorities and resist impulsive actions or responses. 

We will support children to establish routines, we will model social behaviour, create and maintain supportive, reliable relationships. We will support 

children to exercise their developing skills through activities that foster creative play and social connection, teach them how to cope with stress, 

involve vigorous exercise, and over time, provide opportunities for directing their own actions with decreasing adult supervision. 

 

 

We will share and support parents in understanding our approach to teaching and learning the EYFS, in order to support their children at home. We 

share relevant assessments with parents as often as necessary to ensure learning can be continued at home. Using online commu nication methods 

such as dojo will help us keep communication open and as often as needed. We will always have an open door policy to parents and we want them to 

feel as welcome as the children.  We will support parents in understanding their child’s next steps by providing ideas and ac tivities to do at home. 


