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Foundation Stage Unit
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We look forward to a long and happy partnership with you and 
hope this booklet contains all the information you need to help 
your child make a happy start with us.  

If after you have read it, and there are still questions you would 
like to ask, please let us know and we will be pleased to help.
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Early Years Foundation Stage Staff Our Approach
The Foundation years are an extremely important stage in your child’s education. 
These first years are the time to set children up to become independent lifelong 
learners.  At Renishaw Foundation Stage we believe to ensure that children find a 
love for learning, we need to embrace children’s natural motivation to PLAY.

We use play as a context to learning.

“They just play all day”
YYes they do!!  Play = learning.  Children are naturally wired to do the very things 
that will help them learn and grow.  We see it as our job to guide them in their 
learning and introduce opportunities to them that they cannot themselves 
discover. 

Foundation Stage 1 (Nursery)
Miss F Anderson - Nursery Teacher
Mrs L Passaseo - Teaching Assistant

Foundation Stage 2 (Reception)
Miss J Morgan - Reception Teacher and Foundation Stage Leader
Mrs C Wilson - Teaching Assistant
MMrs M O’Neil - SEN Teaching Assistant

Miss T Swift - Cover Teacher for Foundation Stage

School Leadership Team
Mr S Fuller - Headteacher
Mr G Harrison - Assistant Head and Year 5 Teacher

Administration
Miss J Baker - School Business Officer
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Session TimesDaily Routine
Foundation 1 (Nursery) Session Times
Nursery Morning sessions begin at 8:30am and children are ready to be 
collected at 11:30am.

Nursery Afternoon sessions begin at 12:15pm and children are ready to be 
collected at 3:15pm.

Foundation 2 (Reception) Session Times
SSchool begins at 8:30am.  The children have dinner at 11:30am, returning to 
class at 12:30pm.  Children are ready to be collected at 3:15pm.

Please tell a member or staff if somebody different will be collecting your child. 
If we are unaware of any change we will not let your child leave school until we 
have permission from the parent/carer. 

We work very closely as a Foundation Unit.  This means that the children in the 
unit have access to both sides of the building, the Nursery base and the 
Reception base, also free access to the outdoor area.

The unit environment is set up according to children’s interests and needs. 
Children will have daily carpet times with their class teacher, which will have a 
curriculum focus, this is followed by “free flow” time to play and interact with 
adults and other adults and other children.

Children have a snack area which they are encouraged to access independently 
when they want.

Each week children will participate in “Forest Fridays” where they will take part 
in adult led activities outdoors.  These sessions encourage learning through the 
use of the natural environment. 
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Healthy Lunch Box PolicySettling Your Child

Renishaw Primary promotes healthy eating.  We take part in the Food for Life 
Project and have introduced a Healthy Lunch Box Policy.  The UK government 
has produced packed lunch guidance to support the implementation of school 
food standards for school lunches and to ensure all children benefit from eating 
quality food during the school day. 

As a school, we take this responsibility seriously and we actively encourage 
ffamilies to provide a balanced meal for their child’s lunch.

A packed lunch represents approximately a third of the child’s daily food intake 
and therefore it is important that it contains all of the nutrients needed.  This 
means they need food that is going to provide them with enough energy, protein, 
fibre and minerals. 

You can also order a healthy packed lunch or nutritious hot lunch for your child 
from our award winning school catering team.

We are aware that starting Nursery or Reception class can be difficult for some 
children.  For some, this may be their first experience of being away from Mum 
or Dad on a regular basis.  We have prepared a leaflet to support parents of 
children who find transition to Nursery/Reception a little daunting.  Please ask 
if you would like a copy. 

If your child appears upset as you leave, please try not to worry.  Experience 
tells us thtells us that children soon settle and start to enjoy school.

We have transition strategies in place to support settling in. 
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Uniform
The uniform for Nursery is not compulsory.  However, please dress your child in 
clothes that you do not mind getting messy.  We enjoy lots of sensory and 
creative play activities!

In Reception, children are required to wear the school uniform. 

This consists of: •  Blue or white polo shirt
•  Navy blue jumper / cardigan
•  Black trousers / shorts
•  Black / navy dress or skirt
•  Black shoes, no trainers

Outdoor Learning

As we all enjoy outdoor play all year around, please provide your child with a 
coat and footwear appropriate to the weather conditions.  We do have outdoor 
all-in-ones and wellingtons for children to keep dry in rainy weather.  Although 
if you can supply your child with their own all-in-one and/or wellingtons this is 
extremely helpful. Just send them into school in a bag labelled with your child 
name.  These can stay in the cloakroom on your child’s peg.

PE

In Reception children will have PE sessions every week.  
Children are required to have a PE kit to take part.

This consists of:

We ask for your child to come to school already dressed for PE. 

We will inform you what day this will be in September. 

ALL ITEMS MUST BE NAMED

•  White t-shirt
•  Black / navy shorts
•  Black / navy jogging bottoms
•  Black pumps / plimsolls
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Reading
In Reception, children will have a reading record and a reading book.  Please 
bring this into school DAILY.  This is for them to practice their reading at home.
The children will be listened to, reading once every week in school, and their
book will be changed if they are able to read the book.  Staff will write a 
comment in the reading record to keep on track with how children are doing. 
Feel free to add comments or just make note that your child had read at home.  

IIf you think a book needs to be changed more than once a week, please ask us 
about it.

In Nursery we encourage you to read as much as possible with your child at 
home.  To support you with this you can borrow a book from our class library. 
We also have story sacks which will be sent home with children.  These are 
sacks with a story book and other games / toys related to the story to share 
and have fun with together at home. 
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Parents / Carers as Partners
We understand that you are your child’s primary educator and therefore it is 
important to inform you of the learning opportunities offered within Foundation 
Stage and your child’s progress. This is done through the following ways:

•     Each class has a notice board where you can see the weekly planning for 
      learning, along with classroom organisation.
•     You will also receive a regular newsletter giving you an update of events and 
      n      news across the school 
•     Parent Workshops – come along to events to learn more about the EYFS 
      curriculum and how your child learns.
•     Observations from home – please share with us any ‘WOW’ moments that
      may have happened out of school. It could be a swimming certificate, 
      photographs of a family day out or just a simple written note of a new 
      achievement. The children love to share these things with the rest of the
            class. 
•     We are always willing to talk to you about any concerns you may have. If we 
      do not have time to talk to you straight away we are happy to arrange a 
      mutually convenient time to meet you.

We ask that Parents / Carers try to:

•     Ensure your child attends Nursery / Reception on a regular basis
•     Inform the school of any concerns or problems that may affect your child’s 
      work or behaviour
•     Support your child in any opportunities for home learning.  The most 
      successful children have parental support throughout their life.
••     Inform school if your child is going to be absent
•     Feel welcome to volunteer to play or read stories with the children in class.
•     We also have a PTFA which would welcome your help and support in raising 
      funds for trips, treats and items of equipment
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The Importance of Regular Attendance
We cannot stress highly enough the importance of regular attendance at school. 
The Foundation year provides children with the skills and experience to help 
support their continuing learning through school.  Extensive and enduring 
research (The EPPE/EPPSE project) into the benefits of quality pre-school 
education has shown that: 

•     “pre-school attendance (going or not), predicted higher total GCSE scores, 
      higher       higher grades in GCSE English and maths, and achieving five or more 
      GCSEs at grade A* -C. The number of months spent in pre-school (duration) 
      predicted higher total GCSE scores and grades in English and maths
•     The quality of pre-school predicted both total GCSE scores and English and 
      Maths grades. High quality was also linked to better self-regulation, 
      pro-social behaviour and lower levels of hyperactivity. ….
•     Attending pre-school, experiencing a longer duration, or attending settings 
      o      of higher quality all predicted a greater likelihood of following an academic 
      pathway…”

What happens if my child becomes ill at school?

If your child becomes ill at school we will try to contact you on one of the 
emergency telephone numbers provided. Please inform school immediately of 
any changes to these telephone numbers. Please ring school to let us know if 
your child will not be attending.
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Child Protection
Parents should be aware that the school is required to take any reasonable 
action to ensure the safety of its pupils.  In cases where the school has reason 
to be concerned that a child may be subject to ill-treatment, neglect or other 
forms of abuse, the Head Teacher is obliged to follow the Child protection 
procedures established by the Derbyshire Area Child Protection Committee 
and inform the Social Care of the concern. 
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