
Renishaw Primary School—Respect, Pride, Success 

A very warm welcome back to all the children and to yourselves after our Summer Break.  

We find ourselves at the start of another exciting academic year at Renishaw Primary School and we 

look forward to providing the very best education for your children and we start the new year with a 

number of new families joining us for the first time. As with every child at our school, we hope that 

your child makes the most of everything that we offer here. In my first newsletter last year I talked 

about the fact that our stand point as a staff is very simple. If things make the children happier, safer and helps the 

children make better progress then that is all we are looking for. The partnership between home and school contin-

ues to be a very important one to ensure continuing dialogue between us in order for us to provide the best possi-

ble education for every Renishaw Primary School child. We very much hope your child enjoys their time in school 

with us this year. 

We have appointed new staff to school and I would very much like to welcome Ms Swift, Mrs Pasesseo, Miss 

Thorpe, and Miss Bromley to our team. 

  Mr S Fuller                     

Homework. 

Under the new curriculum set out by the Government, chil-

dren are now to be tested in Spelling, Grammar and Punctu-

ation from Year 2 upwards so all children from Year 1 will be 

taught grammar and punctuation specifically. Reading  also 

still remains a whole school priority and we will shortly be 

issuing the junior children with school planners so that we 

can ALL track the children's reading more thoroughly.  

Children are also expected to know all of their times tables 

by the time they finish Year 4. Again, all children from Year 1 

upwards will be expected to learn certain times tables specif-

ic to their age.  

We as staff are currently looking at ways in which to keep 

homework tasks as productive as possible and making sure 

that they have the greatest impact on the child's progress. 

We would ask for your help in practising these “basic skills” 

with your child as often as possible as these are the building 

blocks on which everything else develops from.   

The school staff and governors truly believe that regular 

work on these basics AT HOME ASWELL AS AT SCHOOL, 

make a huge difference.  

We will keep you all updated with this, but in the meantime 

we ask that the children concentrate on reading daily at 

home as well as practising key skills on Doodle Maths, Read     
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Parent View 

Please continue to give your views on the school on the  
OFSTED website http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk   

I understand there are a number of comments on  

Facebook at the moment regarding specific members of 
staff which as a school we are really disappointed to hear.  

Can I remind parents that the only way for us to improve 
the quality of the school is to express any concerns directly 
to the members of staff or to myself directly to get the mat-
ter resolved swiftly and in the best interests of the child 
concerned. 

Staff Changes 

The school was very busy at the end of last term recruit-

ing for additional and replacement staff. The staff are as 

follows: 

Ms Swift  -Year 1 Teacher to cover Miss Morgan's’        

maternity leave but will now teach Y1 from September.  

Miss Bromley –Year 4 teacher to cover Mrs Jones’       

maternity leave. 

Miss Thorpe - TA Y5/6 

Mrs Passaseo - Nursery TA. 

In the temporary absence of Mrs Bentley, Miss Morgan 

will now be in Y2 for this half term. Ms Wardle will be   

carrying out SEN duties for the time being along with Mr 

Fuller. 

Snack  

Please remember that ALL school snack is fruit and  

water only Monday to Friday. 

Infants are provided daily with fruit and Juniors are asked to 

bring their own healthy snack throughout the week. 

 



Attendance 

Last year we set the children a target of reaching 97% attendance. In total  LESS THAN 50% of our children achieved this target. 

In order to clarify, even if your child has an “Authorised Absence “ the child is still deemed to have been off and will not receive a mark for 

being present.  

As long as your child is present at registration time, 8.50am  & 1.15pm they will be marked as being present in school. 

The guidelines state that head teachers must not authorise any leave of absence during term time  unless in “Exceptional Circumstanc-

es.” This includes the possibility of fining families who choose to take their holidays during term time amongst other things. ALL holidays 

are unauthorised by the school. Weather or not the authority chooses to issue a Penalty Notice (Fine) will depend on a number of factors 

including the number of holidays taken previously as well as current AND previous attendance history. In line with our Attendance Policy. 

Those children with below 94% in the academic year 2018/2019 must not get below 94% for a second year running. 

Schools are coming under increasing pressure to also follow up absences where children are off through illness and the school  can re-

quest evidence to support this. Continued absence through illness will result in the children being referred to the school nurse . n some of 

these cases parents may be deemed to be neglecting the basic needs of the child and as such are being referred to Social Services and 

Multi Agency Teams. 

For the children, there are further implications in that we are not able to refer any child for additional support unless their attendance is 

consistently above 94%. The request for support will simply be turned down until his/her attendance improves.  

We are mindful of the relationship school has with you the parents and carers and we will do all that we can in this situation though we do 

ask that you do get your child here as often as possible.  

Please make sure that contact is made with school as soon as possible if your child is off for any reason and particularly if  he/she is ill. 

Any child who arrives late must report straight to the main office as all other doors will close promptly at 8.50am.The only people who can 

register your child after 9.00am will be Miss Baker and Mrs Taylor in the main office as teachers have to submit the register promptly at 

9.00am. A child arriving between 8.50am and 9.00am is marked as being late for school.  Any child who arrives after 9.00am is classed 

as having an unauthorised absence despite them being in school. This is then reflected in their overall attendance percentage.  

School Uniform 

Can I remind parents that children are expected to wear the tradi-
tional school colours and will not be allowed to wear the kind of 
hooded tops in school that started to appear at the end of last 
year. We also expect children to wear traditional black shoes (not 
boots/trainers). 

Can I please remind you that all children must take part in 

Physical Education as part of their statutory curriculum. Any 

child who does not have their PE/swimming kit without good 

reason, will still do it and may have to use spare kit. If there is 

a regular pattern of non participation, parents will be informed 

and Golden Time / playtimes will be removed if necessary. A 

change of footwear is also essential as PE sessions take 

place outside as often as possible. Football shirts/shorts are 

not allowed to be worn.  

All PE/Swimming kit items should be labelled and placed in a 

suitable bag. Ideally, PE kits should be brought to school on a 

Monday and taken home for washing on a Friday in a SMALL 

drawstring PE Bag.  Jewellery should not be worn, however, if 

a child cannot remove their own earrings they will need to be 

covered with plasters/tape by the child for the duration of the 

lesson.  

Personal  belongings in school 

Can I please remind parents that we do encourage all children to re-
frain from bringing personal belongings into school such as toys , 
money, pencil cases etc. Due to the lack of space we would also ask 
that parents try to limit the size of bags that the children are bringing 
when carrying PE kit and lunch boxes. We simply do not have the 
capacity on corridors to hang these bags and due to the number of 
children in dining room they will not be able to take rucksacks with 
them at lunch time. PLEASE NO RUCKSACKS IN SCHOOL AT ALL. 

We also ask that no mobile phones are to be brought into school by 
the children as these are particularly expensive as we all know.  All 
phones / mobile devices brought in by the children will be locked 
away until the end of the day in the office. 

Dates for your  diary 

Wednesday 25th September  -  Swimming for Y6 / Y5 starts. Children will be 

informed. 

Wednesday  2nd October - Individual Photographs 

Friday 4th October – Red White and Blue Day—(Charity) 

Monday  7th October  Tuesday  8th October  - Parents’ Evening 

Friday25th October– Book Viewing—2.00pm School closes for end of term  

Friday 25th  October - School Closes  

Monday 4th November – School opens for term 2 

Sunday 10th   November – School Council Remembrance Service Church 

10.00am 

Monday 11th November - School Remembrance Service 10.55am 

Wk Beg 11th  - 15th  November – Anti Bullying Week 

Friday 15th November  -  Children in Need Day 

Wednesday 11th December—Y1/2 Christmas Nativity - 9.00am 

Friday 13th December—Recep / Nurs Christmas Nativity—1.30pm 

Friday 20th December – Christmas  Party Day 

Friday 20th December  - Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 20th December – School closes for end of term 2 

Monday 6th January—School Reopens 

 

 


