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What is an education, health and care (EHC) plan?  

The Education, Health and Care plan (EHC Plan) is way of assessing and planning services for children and 

young people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities − from birth up to the age of 25.  

The EHC plan replaces the Statement of SEN and Learning Difficulty Assessment for young people leaving 

school (if you or your child already has a Statement or Learning Difficulty Assessment it will not change 

immediately to an EHC Plan but will change over the next two-three years.  

The new assessment and planning process will put children, young people and families at the center of 

decision making.  

The process is 'person-centered' and focuses on what is important for the child or young person − what 

they want to achieve now and in the future.  

To do this it brings together a range of people who know and understand their needs and aims to provide 

greater choice and control.  

Also see 'what if my child already has a statement?' for more information about the conversion process 

and timescales. 

How can my child get an EHC plan?  

If you, or the people who work with your child, think your child may have additional needs or require 
extra support beyond what a school or education setting can normally provide, you may wish to consider 
requesting an Education Health and Care Needs (EHC) Assessment. 

http://localoffer.derbyshire.gov.uk/getting_support/education_health_care_plans/statement/default.asp
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Schools and other education settings can formally request that the Local Authority carry out an EHC 
Needs Assessment. They will always discuss this with parents or carers before doing so to seek your 
agreement before making a request. Derbyshire will also consider referrals from other professionals 
(such as a doctor or social worker) but they must ensure that they do so with your written permission 
before the Local Authority can consider the request. 

If you are a parent or a young person over the age of 16 you can request an EHC Needs Assessment 
yourself by writing or emailing the Local Authority at: 

SEN Team  
Derbyshire County Council  
County Hall  
Matlock  
Derbyshire  
DE4 3AG 

email: sen.admin@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 

Process to apply for an education health and care plan needs assessment  

If your child, or you as a young person (aged 16 plus), has been identified as needing additional support it 
is important to talk to the people who work with you or your child. 

You have the right to ask for an EHC Needs Assessment, but before applying it is helpful to be sure that 
everything that can be done by your school or setting to support you (as a young person aged 16 plus) or 
your child is already being done. You can discuss this with the people who work with you. If you are at 
school, always speak to the special educational needs co-ordinator in the first instance, but you can also 
get some advice from your local multi-agency team. Parents can also discuss issues with Derbyshire 
Information, Advice and Support Service for SEND (formerly Parent Partnership.) 

You can find information about the role of schools and settings in supporting children and young people 
with special educational needs and disabilities in the early years and education sections of the Local 
Offer. 

There are five steps from requesting an EHC needs assessment to an EHC plan being issued, if you or your 
child need a plan. This process takes up to 20 weeks. 

Step one (four weeks) 

Request an EHC needs assessment: a team of professionals from different backgrounds will look at what 
support has already been given and how funding is being used. A decision will be made at this point 
whether an EHC assessment needs to be carried out. If the team decides that an EHC assessment is not 
necessary, you will be given reasons why not and information on how to get any extra help that you may 
need. 

mailto:sen.admin@derbyshire.gov.uk
http://localoffer.derbyshire.gov.uk/early_years_childcare/default.asp
http://localoffer.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/default.asp
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Step two (six weeks) 

Co-ordinated assessment: When an EHC needs assessment has been agreed, a named EHC needs 
assessment facilitator will discuss the process with you. The facilitator is impartial and is there to help you 
understand the process, co-ordinate the process and make sure the young person's views and the 
family's views are heard. This person will work with the family and professionals to co-ordinate the draft 
of the EHC plan. There will be a meeting to discuss the EHC plan, unless you decide you don't need one. 
Comments will be sought on the draft plan from parents and professionals. 

Step three (two weeks) 

Planning: Following receipt of the comments on the draft plan a panel of representatives from education, 
health and social care will consider the type of resources and support that the child will need. These will 
be allocated and listed in the plan. These resources will be included in the proposed EHC plan. 

 

Step four (three weeks) 

Proposed EHC plan is sent out: The proposed plan is sent to parents/carers for final consultation and to 
seek agreement. 

 

Step five (five weeks) 

Final EHC plan: Once agreed by the parents or carers, a school or education setting is included in the EHC 
plan. The plan is then agreed by us. The final EHC plan is then a legally binding document. The description 
of the child's SEN, the provision to meet those needs and the school or education setting named can be 
appealed up to a two-month period from date of issue. 

EHC needs assessment documents 

If a parent or young person over 16 wishes to request an EHC needs assessment they need to write to the 
SEN Team. It is helpful if they could also complete and send forms EHC 1 parts 4, 5 and 6 to us along with 
any supporting information or reports they think would be helpful. 

If schools, colleges or other settings wish to request an EHC needs assessment they must complete and 
return forms EHC 1 parts 1, 2 and 3 and must also ensure that the parental information in EHC 1 parts 4, 5 
and 6 is also completed and sent to us with their referral. 

Which schools can be requested in the EHC Plan?  

When a draft EHC plan has been prepared for a child or young person, the local authority will inform the 
parent or young person that they can request a particular school or other institution to be named in the 
plan.  
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The school or other institution is defined as: 

 A maintained school 
 A maintained nursery school 
 An academy 
 An institution within the further education sector in England 
 A non-maintained special school 
 An institution approved by the Secretary of State under section 41 (independent special 
schools and special post-16 institutions: approval) of the Children and Families Act 2014. 

 


