
Renishaw Primary School  -  Respect Pride Success 

The staff and I are very grateful for all the kind and supportive comments that the school has received since the   

publication of our recent Section 8 OFSTED Report. As Head Teacher I am so proud of the fact that the HMI Inspector 

saw how well the school community had worked together over the last three and a half years to bring about so much 

change. Which, as I have always said, is an ongoing process and will always have the children at its very heart. The 

one thing that stood out for the inspector was the culture and ethos of togetherness she felt within the school, and 

this is regularly commented on by our many visitors. 

When I came into teaching 23 years ago, I did so for one reason and for one reason only; to work with and develop 

children and to get the very best from their inquisitive minds. As Head Teacher this has extended to helping families 

with all the resources at our disposal as well as supporting staff in developing their careers.  

Since coming to Renishaw Primary School, there has been an enormous amount of change, particularly amongst 

staff personnel. I am very proud that every single member of staff plays their part to the very best of their ability and I 

can assure you that this will continue both now and in the future. 

S Fuller 

February Newsletter 2017 

Dates for your  diary 

Wednesday 8th February - Book Viewing 3.15pm 

Friday 10th February - Reception Class Assembly 

Friday 10th February  -  School Closes  for the end of Term 3 

Monday 20th February  -  School reopens for the start of Term 4 

Wednesday 22nd to Friday 24th February  -  Kingswood  

Residential Trip for Y5/Y6 

Wednesday 1st March  - Secondary Admissions Offer Day 

Thursday 2nd March –World Book Day 

Friday 3rd March - Y5 Class Assembly 

Monday  13th  March - Science Week 

Tuesday 14th  -  21st March - Book Fayre 

Wednesday 22nd March  - Class Photos 

Friday  24th March– Red Nose Day 2017 

Friday 24th March - Y4 Class Assembly 

Friday 31st March - Y3 Class Assembly 

Mon 3rd April - Weds 5th April –Y1-Y6 visits to St Matthews 

Church 

Tuesday 4th April - Children’s Book Viewing 

Thursday 6th April - PTFA Easter Event  

Friday 7th April – School closes for the end of Term 4 

Car Parking 

In our previous January Newsletter, the issue of car 

parking was raised following a number of reports from 

residents about people parking without consideration 

for them and their property.  

Since then we have acted quickly to cone off the area 

around the pedestrian exit to Hague Lane following 

complaints from our own parents about people also 

parking without due consideration for the safety of the 

children. 

Like many schools, both locally and nationally we    

continue to ask for your support  to ensure that your 

children continue to be as safe as possible with the 

help of every parent. Many thanks. 
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Students 

We are very lucky and privileged to welcome a number of     

student teachers to a range of classes over the  coming weeks 

and are as follows: 

Nursery: Miss Norbury 

Reception: Miss Waddups 

Year 3: Miss Unwin 

Year 4:Miss Vinsun 

I hope the children enjoy working with their new members of 

staff and similarly that they enjoy joining working with the school 

for the duration of their time with us. 

Tesco Bags of Help 

As you will know from last week’s letter, our pro-

ject has been shortlisted for a public vote in Tesco 

Bags of Help initiative, which is currently being vot-

ed for in local stores.  

Please vote for us to win the top prize in store, be-

tween 1 to 25 February. 



Attendance 

 

The school is currently awaiting any updates from our local authority that may come as a result of the Supreme Court 
hearing, regarding the family on the Isle of White and taking holidays during term time.  

Class Attendance 

Reception  94.48% 

Year 1 93.30% 

Year 2 95.06% 

Year 3 96.20% 

Year 4 96.14% 

Year 5 95.52% 

Year 6 97.00% 

Total 95.14% 

Reading 

As you may have seen in our end of Key Stage 2 SATS results for last year, reading came out as low in comparison to other 

subjects at our school.  

Since the summer we have been working on a number of  strategies to try to primarily foster an enjoyment of reading amongst 

the children. Data and tracking statistics are increasingly pointing towards a strong link between those that enjoy reading in 

their own time and those that do not and increasingly children as they do get older tend to read less and less. 

In the early years  of school the focus is very much on learning the mechanics of reading, including learning phonics and  

reading strategies and the staff work incredibly hard to hear the children read individually to teach and support the building 

blocks of early reading. 

As the children get towards the end of Key Stage 1 and beyond there is a much greater emphasis on reading for                

understanding, in particular comprehension, as this is what they are tested on in their Key Stage 1 and 2 SATS. 

Staff  ensure that a child is able to fully comprehend what he/she is reading before they are allowed to move on to the next 

stage as all too often children are allowed to move on to “harder books” whilst not being able to retrieve information and talk 

about the text in detail. This includes retrieval of information in the text as well as inferring what the text is saying. 

In order the track this, we have started to test both the child’s Reading Accuracy Age and Reading Comprehension Age. As a 

result of these tests, I have instructed staff to make sure that, whilst ensuring reading books remain both interesting and     

challenging, they are at a level suitable to their “Comprehension Age”. 

Having spoken as a group of staff, we all agree that reading has got to be a regular feature of continuous homework for the 

children of all ages as it has so many knock on effects for spelling and other building blocks of the English language and 

Maths ,especially as part of the reasoning papers for the end of key stage tests. 

I have asked the staff to support you in this process by supplying  you with a range of questions designed for you to ask the 

children during their reading sessions which will help to develop their reading abilities and progress throughout their time in 

school. 

Parent View 

Please continue to give your views about  the school on the OFSTED website     

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk   

Parents Evening and Mid Term Reports 

Many thanks for all of the positive feedback from the two Parents’ Evenings that have taken place recently particularly 

the value of the mid term reports that you should have received at those meetings. 

If you have not been able to attend either of the meetings, the Class teacher is still able to give you your child(ren)’s mid 

term report but I would ask that you see them directly to pick it up as it does contain personal details.  


