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1. How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I 

think my child may have Special Educational Needs? 

The school’s policy for Special Educational Needs recognises the need for a graduated response to 

the identification and assessment of children who fall behind age appropriate expectations. This 

means that the response and the provision will be suited to the current needs of the child and will 

change over time. 

Children who have special educational needs may initially be identified in a number of ways. The 

most likely initial alert is as a result of parent or teacher observation and teacher assessment. 

Sometimes this may include formal or statutory test results, but it is much more likely to be by 

informal classroom and playground observation of children’s approaches to learning and to 

socialising. If children are not making expected progress in their learning, this would be another 

alert. 

Teachers and teaching assistants (TAs) in our school use their experience and professional expertise 

to identify learning needs and to suggest appropriate action. 

If you have a concern about your child’s learning, the first person to speak to is their class teacher.  

Once you have had an initial conversation with the class teacher, it may be that they will suggest a 

further conversation with our SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) Mrs Bentley or the 

Head Teacher, Mr Fuller, to determine next steps. 
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2. How will school staff support my child? 

Our Class Teachers are responsible for the planning and implementation of learning in our classes, 

including the learning of pupils who have identified special educational needs. 

Mrs Bentley has overall responsibility for the provision made for pupils with special educational 

needs. This includes determining what extra help might be made available; ensuring that teachers 

and TAs have the training that they need; referring pupils for external support or seeking advice 

from specialist agencies (including charities); meeting with parents and other agencies to discuss 

strategies and make joint decisions. 

In our school some specialised programmes of support are delivered by teachers, and some by 

trained teaching assistants under the guidance of class teachers, Mrs Bentley, or an external adviser. 

Our SEN Governor is Mr Reynolds, who has responsibility on the governing body for liaising with Mrs 

Bentley to ensure that the school makes the best possible provision for our pupils who have special 

educational needs. 

3. How will I know how my child is doing? 

Depending on the nature of the child’s needs, we will ensure that parents have every necessary 

opportunity to discuss their child’s progress with the class teacher and SENCO. In addition to annual 

reports and parents’ evenings, parents and children are invited to an extra termly meeting to set and 

review targets for ensuring progress. Other means of communication may also be put in place, such 

as home/school books, phone calls, playground conversations. 

4. How will the learning and development provision be matched to my child’s needs? 

Children in our school learn in seven single age classes. As in any school, children in each class are 

learning at a range of competence in each subject. This means that teachers plan to offer activities 

that are differentiated to suit the specific needs of the children in their class, based on their 

knowledge and assessment of the children’s learning. Typically, children would be offered tasks 

differentiated to three levels of challenge. Children with SEN working considerably below the level of 

the majority of the class might need additional and different learning tasks in some subjects. 

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

We use restorative approaches in our school, to help our pupils make strong links with each other 

and with staff, to feel secure in our school environment. This includes ‘check-ins’ and other 

restorative approaches to behaviour incidents, a very clear behaviour policy with instant rewards for 

positive behaviour. Children with special educational needs may need adjustments to the behaviour 

policy, depending on their needs. This might include our Nurture Programme which is run by Miss 

Ford two afternoons a week. 

Pupil voice is a big feature of our school and children may be invited to contribute their views by 

means of questionnaires, discussion with a senior member of staff, drawing pictures, and our school 

Council Regularly meeting with the Head Teacher and the SMSC coordinator, Miss Southwell, as well 

as the Full Governing Body six times a year. 
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The school has invested a share of its Pupil Premium funding in having a designated HLTA providing 

mentoring for vulnerable pupils. Other services, such as Educational Psychology, Paediatrician, 

Speech and Language Therapy, and Behaviour Support, are accessed as appropriate. We are able to 

refer families to our shared Family Resource Worker and Multi Agency Team, where some wider 

advice and guidance might be helpful. 

The school provides for pupils with medical conditions according to need and in full consultation 

with parents, pupils and medical agencies. We liaise with our school nurse. A care plan is put in place 

to describe any steps that need to be taken in the care of the child with medical needs. A summary 

sheet, including the child’s photograph is provided for all adults to understand the needs of the child 

and what might constitute an emergency. 

6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

The Head Teacher has the National Qualification for SEN Coordination and the SENCO is currently 

working towards this qualification. The Head Teacher along with the SENCO oversees all provision 

including deployment of Teaching Assistants across the school. The school accesses a wide range of 

other services depending on the needs of our pupils and the professional development 

requirements of our staff and a full breakdown of staffing provision is contained on this site. 

Our local children’s centre at Renishaw Primary School is at Eckington and is an invaluable source of 

advice, guidance and resources. We have support from health services, such as Speech & Language 

Therapy and Occupational Therapy. 

7. What training have the staff, supporting children and young people with SEND, had or are 

having? 

School staff have extensive experience of working with pupils with a range of special educational 

needs over time in different settings. Teaching staff have the following specialist experience: 

 Early Years 

 Specific Learning Difficulty (dyslexia) 

 Mathematics (1stClass@Number) 

 Autism (Social Communication Disorders Team training) 

 The staff appraisal process enables gaps in training to be identified and targeted. Over 

the past year, the majority of school staff have attended training on: 

 Safeguarding including CSE (Child Sexual Exploitation) 

 PREVENT 

8. How will you help me to support my child’s learning? 

We provide a range of opportunities for parents to find out about their child’s learning. For all 

parents this includes twice yearly parents’ evenings and an annual report. We also hold parents’ 

events to give strategies for supporting learning. Last year these covered reading and mathematics. 

Parent courses in the wider Renishaw and Eckington Cluster are signposted on our website and on 

our parent notice boards.  
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We invite parents to be involved in forming school policy, by giving us feedback and making 

suggestions, through questionnaires and meetings. 

9. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education? 

The SENCO lets individual parents know about events of direct relevance to their child’s needs. The 

school may invite parents to a meeting to discuss their child’s progress and concerns about the 

possibility of SEN at any time in the school year. A class teacher would arrange such a meeting in 

consultation with the SENCO. Targets and reviews for those children with Individual Education Plans 

will be sent to parents termly. 

10. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 

The individual needs of all our pupils are taken into account in the planning of outside activities and 

trips. In consultation with parents, we then make adjustments to enable full participation, for 

example providing additional transport for a pupil who might not be able to complete a walk, 

arranging for an additional adult to come on a residential trip or additional preparation for a child 

who is anxious. 

11. How accessible is the school environment? 

Our 3-year accessibility plan sets out our aims in ensuring that the school is fully accessible in terms 

of access to the curriculum, to the physical environment and to information for members of our 

school community. The school is accessible by wheelchair and we have worked to develop the 

continuity in our learning environments. 

12. Who can I contact for further information? 

The school SENCO is Mrs Bentley. The Head Teacher, Mr Fuller is also the Designated Teacher for 

looked after children. The school SEN Governor is Mr Reynolds.  

Overall responsibility for the implementation of our SEN Policy lies with our SENCO, Mrs Bentley. 

Further information about SEN provision in our school is available from Mrs Bentley, who is always 

happy to arrange to meet with you about your child’s needs. 

On a daily basis, any enquiries about your child’s learning should be directed to the class teacher. 

Our complaints procedure sets out the steps to follow should you be unhappy with the response you 

receive. 

13. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school 

or the next stage of education and life? 

Our Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) 

curriculums aim to prepare all our pupils for the next stage of their schooling, and for life. Pupils 

joining our school at whatever stage are invited to have preparatory visits, and are ‘buddied’ with an 

existing pupil in their class. For pupils with SEN it is sometimes appropriate to arrange a phased start 
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to our school, building up to full time attendance. Our nursery teacher visits the homes of our new 

starters.  

Transition in our school is supported by meetings between class teachers and transition days where 

children spend two days with their next teacher. 

Pupils moving to secondary school from Year 6 make visits to their new schools – those with SEN 

may make additional visits arranged between the school SENCOs when appropriate. We also take 

our Year 5 and 6 children to local secondary schools for curriculum days. Secondary School SENCOs 

and Year 7 leaders visit us to meet the pupils, and we provide full information on pupils’ learning and 

social profiles. Telephone contact may be made to pass on information about vulnerable pupils. 

Paper copies of children’s SEN records are passed on. 

14. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs? 

The governing body takes an overall strategic view of the deployment of financial resources to 

provide high quality learning for all our pupils. This includes ensuring that provision is made to make 

good use of the notional SEN budget as well as our Pupil Premium allocation. From time to time 

additional funding may be made available to support pupils with exceptional needs. Our SENCO 

works with colleagues in the SEN Clusters (meeting of local SENCOs) to share good practice in ways 

to support our pupils with SEN. 

15. How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 

The amount and type of support your child receives is decided in consultation with you, the school 

and any other professionals involved in giving advice. We like to involve children as far as possible in 

the decision making progress. Even very young children with SEN can make their views known when 

we observe them in the classroom. Older children can be invited to meetings, or be supported in 

completing appropriate questionnaires. 

16. Are there any special admission arrangements if my child has Special Educational Needs? 

No. The currently agreed admission policy makes no distinction as to pupils with Special Educational 

Needs. Within the admissions policy, the aim of the school is to meet the needs of the child of any 

parent who wishes to register at the school. In the case of pupils with a statement of Special 

Educational Needs, the staff and governors will work closely with the LA named officer in coming to 

a decision about the most appropriate provision for the pupil. No pupil will be refused admission 

solely on the grounds that he/she has Special Educational Needs. 

17. How can I find information about the local authority’s Local Offer of services and provision for 

children and young people with special educational needs and disability? 

The local authority, Derbyshire County Council, has published its local offer of services and provision 

for children and young people with SEN on its website. You can follow the link on our SEN page on 

our website. 


