Literacy
In the Foundation Stage, Literacy is taught in many different ways. The teaching of reading and
writing is developed alongside the great emphasis we place upon spoken language. We combine
elements of more than one approach to the teaching of phonics and the acquisition of sight
vocabulary. Reading is supported by a range of books from which children make their own choices
and a scheme which gives the children a breadth of experience.
In KS1 and KS2 we continue to extend children’s ability to recognise words by sight, teach use of
phonic skills regularly and encourage children to build upon early experiences and gain selfconfidence as writers. Spellings linked to phonics and topics studied are set weekly. Children learn to
identify different genres and read, discuss and write to put their knowledge into practice. Again a
reading scheme is employed to develop reading skills with both fiction and non-fiction texts.
Although reading permeates all areas of the curriculum, guided reading sessions are undertaken. A
daily range of strategies for interpretation of the written word are taught. Discussions take place
where children talk and write to demonstrate their comprehension of studied material and share
their opinions and knowledge.
Should children need extra support with their reading and writing, they are supported by a number
of different interventions. Pupils also enjoy support from parents and governors who give time to
come into classes as well as supporting their children at home.
We use English to communicate in both written and spoken form. We use language to build our
view and opinion of the world and our community. We continue to learn, develop and enhance our
knowledge and understanding of English throughout our lives. English is taught daily with work
appropriately differentiated to match all abilities.
With parental support, we want our children to:
•

speak clearly and confidently in any situation.

•

listen actively and respond appropriately, developing knowledge and opinion.

•

read fluently for both pleasure and information.

•

write clearly and with confidence in any given genre.

•

use spelling rules, phonics and grammar accurately.

•

be able to proof-read their own work and make amendments and improvements.

•

use the basics of punctuation and grammar consistently across all writing forms.

Most importantly, we aim to nurture in the children a love of literature and language, and the
confidence to continue reading and writing throughout their lives.
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Reading:
Reading is taught using a systematic phonic approach through the Letters and Sounds from nursery
and reception onwards.If children have not grasped the basics by the time they reach Key Stage 2
'Read, Write, Inc' is used with the children as an intervention programme. This combines all
elements of reading writing and comprehension
Guided Reading:
Teachers organise their classes into groups of about 6 children. These groups read a selection of
fiction and non-fiction texts and answer questions. This is the main strategy used by teachers to
assess reading.
Individual Reading:
All children across school are listened to and their reading monitored on a regular basis with these
that struggle being given ample opportunity to read on a 1:1 basis.
The reading schemes used across school is Oxford Reading Tree are as follows:
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Mathematics
Maths is used every day whether we realise it or not! For example, we check our change when out
shopping, estimate the cost of a new carpet or decide what time we need to leave the house to get
to the train station.
We aim to provide our children with a wide mathematical education taught in an enjoyable, relevant
and creative way. We use ‘real life’ experiences so children begin to understand the importance of
applying maths skills in order to solve problems and engage them for future learning. Maths is
taught daily and children move through the Key Stages building on existing skills and developing
their knowledge and understanding. Pupils explore all four number operations and are encouraged
to try different strategies that best suit their learning. Pupils explore shape and space and develop
their measuring skills in a range of contexts. They are given lots of opportunities to discuss their
methods and encouraged to use the appropriate mathematical vocabulary.
We want our children to know and understand mathematical concepts, skills, facts, relationships and
strategies and be able to apply and communicate these in a confident way.
In the Foundation Stage, teaching follows the Early Learning Goals of the Foundation Curriculum. In
KS1 and KS2, mathematics is taught every day and we teach basic numeracy skills alongside
problem-solving. Teachers use practical equipment, visual images, computer programmes and
drawings as much as possible to enable children to visualise the maths they are doing. We teach a
wide variety of mental and written strategies, eventually encouraging children to independently
determine the best strategy to solve problems. Children use mathematics in a range of other lessons
and are encouraged to use their growing knowledge at all times.
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Science
Every child has a natural curiosity about the way the world works. Science at Renishaw Primary
School enables your child to find out how they can get answers to questions such as what size wings
make the best helicopter, or why the sun seems to move across the sky or can a bean seed grow
upside down?
Science is a systematic investigation of the physical, chemical and biological aspects of the world,
which relies on first hand experiences and on other sources of information. The scientific process
and investigative activities will be used to deepen your child’s understanding of the concepts
involved.
At Renishaw Primary School we aim to develop pupils’ enjoyment and interest in science and an
appreciation of its contribution to all aspects of everyday life. We wish to build on pupils’ curiosity
and sense of awe of the natural world through the use of a planned range of investigations and
practical activities. At the same time, the children will be able to develop their ability to plan fair
tests, make predictions, record results using ICT, diagrams, graphs, tables and charts and to make
generalisations about their learning. We also value the use of scientific vocabulary and model this
with our children, encouraging them to use it to explain their scientific thinking.
Links are made with Science and many other subjects including Maths, Literacy, ICT and Design
Technology and many of the key aspects from the National Curriculum and objectives from the Every
Child Matters Agenda are embedded in our Science curriculum.
In the Foundation Stage, Science is taught as part of the “Knowledge and Understanding of the
World” Learning Goal which involves the children investigating and discussing things, places and
people around them. In KS1 and KS2, we cover the National Curriculum objectives which include
Scientific Enquiry, Life Processes and Living Things, Materials and their Properties and Physical
Processes (electricity, forces, light, sound and the Earth and beyond).
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Computing
Staying safe when using technology is vitally important. E-safety is taught throughout the year and
children are aware of the procedures that are in place, in order to ensure they are safe when online.
We aspire for our children to confidently and independently use and apply information technology
skills to support and extend their learning. We hope to develop a culture where the use of
computers becomes second nature to our pupils, thus ensuring they are ready and able to embrace
the technological advances in their futures.
Foundation Stage pupils have the opportunity to use computers from the day they start school. They
play games, listen to stories and support their early learning through a variety of programs and
experiences. They quickly learn how to use equipment and programs safely and sensibly. The staff
our in Foundation Stage now use IPADs to collate information on the children and we are looking to
develop this type of technology throughout the school with the children.
You can email through your TV, surf the internet on your mobile phone, even do the weekly shop
from the comfort of your own home via your PC; modern technology is changing the way we live and
work. Our children need to learn how to manage it all – to get hold of information, evaluate its
suitability, store it, share it with others and tailor it to meet their own needs. That’s where their
Computing lessons come in!
Over the years, pupils will develop skills in Computing that will provide them with skills for life. They
will investigate ways to research and handle statistical information. They will use simple
programming, design control and animation tools to develop independence skills and techniques.
Overall the children have a wide experience of Information Technology and have the opportunity to
learn and develop their computer knowledge, understanding and skills at their own level thus
becoming increasingly independent and innovative.
The school has 20 PCs for pupil use in the ICT Suite which enables the pupils to have sole access to a
computer for at least one session a week and for the teacher to illustrate clearly to the pupils how a
process or piece of software can be accessed and used in their work. Other computers are available
in the classrooms with each having at least one.
By using laptops and interactive whiteboards in the classroom, the children learn how to safely
navigate the internet and communicate through emails, develop digital photography skills, use
sound and video recording equipment and access a wide variety of software. We have 8 interactive
whiteboards throughout the school, along with digital microscopes, sensor equipment, digital
cameras, voice recorders and kindles, to name but a few available resources to ensure that
computers and wider Information Technology can be used as a learning tool throughout the
curriculum.

Respect Pride Success

Modern Foreign Languages
Learning a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience in
preparation for future life. French is taught throughout Key Stage 2 with our year 6 children also
learning Mandarin with support from Eckington Secondary School and we will be learning together
in a fun and enjoyable way.
At Renishaw Primary School we:
•

foster an interest in learning and other languages

•

develop an understanding and curiosity for the culture of other
countries

•

develop their speaking and listening skills

•

lay the foundations for future learning
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Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural
As we at Renishaw are a mainly Mono-Cultured Community it is essential that we do all that we can
to promote an understanding of the wider world community in which our children are to become
citizens in the future. With this in mind it is vital that all of the children at Renishaw Primary School
leave us with the understanding to allow them to become effective, positive and happy members in
a Modern British Society.
These elements are essential in allowing children to develop into first class citizens in our community
Religious Education & Collective Worship
We aim to provide a caring atmosphere in the school and encourage each child to become aware of
him/herself as an individual and to understand the needs and feelings of others. A key aim is to
uphold a thorough understanding of Christianity whilst developing an appreciation of other faiths.
The RE Curriculum in our school provides ways of promoting pupils' moral, spiritual and cultural
development. This is achieved through encouraging the consideration of others and developing
pupils' awareness of other people's beliefs and actions. The school has adopted the Local Authority's
2014 Religious Education Scheme of Work.
Alongside Christianity, first taught in Foundation Stage, children also have the opportunity to learn
about hinduism and Islam. Children experience this through stories, assemblies, class discussions,
drama and visits to places of worship.
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (P.S.H.C.E.)
We aim to promote healthy, independent and responsible members of society. We encourage our
pupils to play a positive role in contributing to school life and the wider community in accordance
with ‘Every Child Matters’ government guidelines. Our children are given opportunities in P.S.H.C.E.
lessons to develop confidence, self-motivation and an understanding of their rights and
responsibilities within our diverse society.
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The P.S.H.C.E. curriculum is taught both discretely through the delivery of the S.E.A.L. (Social
and Emotional Aspects of Learning) units of work and in a variety of other ways: through other
subjects such as literacy or history, as part of RE, through ‘circle times’, science topics and outdoor
educational visits and activities.
We have several initiatives in school to improve children's self-esteem and confidence. One example
of this is our Nurture Group which takes place four afternoons weekly.
We celebrate children's achievements both inside and outside school, promote anti-bullying with
our Y6 Ambassadors and have mini Play Leaders and peer mentors. The school invests into the
Community Nursing Service to deliver other aspects of the PSHCE curriculum also comes into school
to develop PSCHE skills.
During KS1 children begin to learn about their own and other people's feelings and become aware of
the views, needs and rights of other children and people. In KS2 children learn how to take part
more fully in school and community activities.
Sex and Relationship Education
As a school, teaching Sex Education and Drug Education will be given through a caring, sensitive
approach stressing the value of family life. Sessions are led by the Community School Nurse and
aimed at pupils in Years 5 and 6.
Our children are given opportunities to consider and reflect the wide variety of different
relationships they have with others. Aspects of sex education are taught in accordance with the
government guidelines and despite not being part of the statutory requirements of the National
Curriculum 2014, our school staff, governors and parents believe this is still a vital part of children’s
understanding at the Primary Level which delivered by our school nurse.
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Geography
We want the children to develop their knowledge of people and places and to understand the
physical, social and economic forces which shape those places and the lifestyles of the people who
live there. Our geographical studies cover knowledge of physical and human features locally and in
the wider world. They use a wide variety of sources, including maps, the internet and photos to
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establish the location of countries, cities, mountain ranges, rivers and seas or oceans. Children
are also introduced to the economic and environmental factors which affect development and
sustainability.
Within KS1 and KS2, Geography is taught within the Creative Curriculum. This means that teachers
can use their professional judgement to determine the length of time that is spent on each topic.
There are, however, many objectives for each topic that need to be taught to ensure outcomes are
met. These objectives for each year group are taught within the time frame allowed for their topic
We use an ‘enquiry’ based approach to learning which enables the children to explore geographical
questions as independent researchers. The children are encouraged to make links across the
curriculum, and use skills learned in English, History, ICT, Mathematics and Science to further their
learning. Field trips are also an important means of connecting the children with their locality. We
hope that exposure to the cultural and environmental diversity of the world will help the children
develop into caring and well informed adults of the future.
Within the Foundation Stage, these two subjects are taught under the title of "Knowledge and
Understanding of the World". The children discuss and investigate places and people around the
world. The key skills that are taught are then extended as the pupils move up the school.
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Art & Design Technology
Art, craft and design stimulates creativity and imagination. We provide a rich environment in which
we encourage our children to communicate through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and
materials. Investigating lines, shapes, colours and textures help our children with the basics and
enable other work such as 3D and printing to happen.
During their primary years, children have the chance to study works of art from many different eras
and cultures within their Creative Curriculum topics. Art provides opportunities for creativity, selfexpression and communication, alongside the development of appreciation and evaluative skills.
Design Technology helps children to become problem solvers through practical tasks, using creativity
and imagination.
Children take every day or familiar objects and investigate how they actually work and who they are
really aimed at. Working with a variety of materials and through the new skills they learn, children
get to design, make and evaluate a range of products. Design Technology is a subject all children can
enjoy individually or as part of a team and gives them the opportunity to become innovators.
The Design and Technology curriculum is designed to give pupils opportunities to develop skills in
designing and making food products, textiles products, structures and mechanisms which at times
will incorporate using electrical components. This is an ideal springboard for the development of
collaborative working and encourages evaluations of the pupils own ideas and products.
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Learning Outside the Classroom & Residential Visits.
The outdoor learning environment can be used to bring learning alive for many children and we aim
where possible to use our grounds to inspire and stimulate our children. We also aim to utilise the
local surrounding community.
Residential trips are a great way of building self-confidence and increasing independence as well as
allowing children to develop teamwork skills and friendships. We aim to provide our children with a
residential experience whilst with us at Renishaw and give them the opportunity to take part if they
wish to do so.
We regard learning outside the classroom as an important part of the curriculum that we offer to
our children and opportunities for outdoor education are included in teachers' planning. Within the
school environment, children are able to enjoy music and science lessons outside, the gazebo also
forming an outside classroom area. Outdoor maths activities include estimating, measuring etc.
Our pupils also visit other schools, we work closely with schools in the cluster and have recently
enjoyed dance, singing and sporting activities.
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Enterprise Education
At Renishaw Primary School we recognise the importance of Enterprise Education and aim to create an
enterprising ethos throughout the school. Enterprise is embedded in the whole school vision as part of ‘Able to
meet future challenges’. Children are encouraged to participate in many aspects of school life through the
school and eco council, teaching and learning and working with the community. The PATHS (Promoting
Alternative Thinking Strategies) programme will also further children’s creative problem solving skills.
We see enterprise as a way to foster and develop core skills in real situations; to promote education for
citizenship; to enhance pupil’s personal and social development; to provide opportunities for pupils to make
informed choices and decisions. Many of the school’s activities easily lend themselves to enterprise education.
An activity can be classed as enterprising by:
- Having a real or contextual reason for it e.g. producing posters to raise awareness about the need to recycle,
making something to sell at the Christmas Fair, role-playing shops in an EYFS environment.
- Children taking over-all responsibility for planning and decision making for the project e.g. organising a
sponsored event for charity, putting on a production/assembly for parents.
- The teacher/TA is the facilitator and is on hand to offer advice and guidance. The extent of teacher
intervention will depend on the age/stage and previous experience of the children involved.
2. Aims
Enterprise education will be developed by:
- The application the core skills of communication, numeracy, literacy, problem-solving, using ICT and working
with others across the curriculum
- Promoting enterprising attitudes and skills through learning and teaching.
- Nurturing a knowledge and understanding of the world of work through contact with professionals.
- Enhancing personal and social development.
- Forming links with the wider community.
- Fostering skills in citizenship.
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History
We don’t view History as simply facts and dates, but see it as a chance to become a detective and explore the
past in an exciting way. History allows our children to compare and contrast, to examine how and why things
have changed, to learn about historical characters and expand their research skills and gives the children a
chance to explore a wide range of sources from which the past may come alive. Children investigate and
record their findings using a variety of media: through literacy, drama, art and ICT.
We want our children to be open minded and enquiring thinkers understanding cause and effect. We want
them to understand how people have lived in the past and begin to make links between the past and modern
times. We encourage first-hand experience wherever possible; visits, interactive workshops and visiting
experts play an important role.
Within KS1 and KS2, History and Geography are taught within the Creative Curriculum. This means that
teachers can use their professional judgement to determine the length of time that is spent on each topic.
There are, however, many objectives for each topic that need to be taught to ensure outcomes are met. These
objectives for each year group are taught within the time frame allowed for their topic.
Within the Foundation Stage, these two subjects are taught under the title of "Knowledge and Understanding
of the World". The children discuss and investigate places and people around the world. The key skills that are
taught are then extended as the pupils move up the school.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
We are extremely proud of our achievements in out of school activities. Numerous opportunities
exist for children to participate in the many activities offered during the school year. These are
provided for pupils after school. Most activities are for junior (Key Stage 2) pupils and include
football, gymnastics, athletics, netball, badminton, choir, dance, table tennis,. Opportunities for Key
Stage 1 pupils include football and gymnasticsand Multi- Skills. Parents will be notified in writing at
least twenty four hours before a child will be staying late unless it involves meeting on a regular
weekly basis. If for any reason an activity is cancelled at short notice, parents will be informed and
in extreme cases the children will be supervised in school until the allocated finish time of the
activity.
There is also the expectation that once a child has committed themselves to a club that they will
attend. If for any reason they cannot attend they must inform the appropriate member of staff.
There are also regular social events such as discos and games evenings for children and parents. We
see extra-curricular activities as a vital part of a child’s school life and development.

Respect Pride Success

Music
Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way children feel, think and
act. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and
emotional development. Music promotes children’s spiritual, cultural and social development.
The learning of music develops an awareness and appreciation of musical traditions, from the past
and present, in a variety of cultures and societies. This helps children understand themselves and
relate to others, forging important links between the home, school and wider world. The teaching of
music develops children’s ability to listen and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make
judgments about musical quality. It encourages active involvement in different forms of music
making, both individual and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness. It
also increases self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment.
At Renishaw Primary School, we believe that children should grow up with an appreciation and love
for music. Because of this we invest heavily into ensuring that all children can competently play the
violin to a good standard as well as being comfortable in reading music.
Our Aims:
•

To provide all children with an education in music that is stimulating, enriching and
inspiring through curricular and extra-curricular learning.

•

To encourage confidence in all the children through their involvement in music
thus promoting individuals interest, self –reliance and motivation.

•

To develop an understanding and appreciation of different types of music and
increase their ability to make judgments of musical quality.

•

To teach music through the National Curriculum and the Creative Development
area of learning from the Foundation Stage.
To promote all the children’s achievements in music within the school and the

•
wider community.
•

To provide all children with the opportunity to express themselves creatively and
to develop their musical skills through an understanding of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, duration, timbre, texture
and structure, using both instruments and voices.

•

To develop performing, composing and appraising skills by applying listening skills
and knowledge and understanding of music.

•

To become increasingly aware of how music is produced, for example, through the
use of instruments and musical processes including relevant symbols and notations.
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